FACTORS UNCLEAR IN MOREHEAD'S ACTION ON REINHARD
August 25, 1985 | Lexington Herald-Leader (KY)
Author: Art Jester Herald-Leader staff writer | Page: A1 | Section: MAIN NEWS
1024 Words

A gray sky and a steady rain enveloped Morehead State University in a kind of shroud yesterday morning a fitting match, it seemed, between the weather and the aftermath of Friday night's uproar on campus.
It was obvious that the university's board of regents decided Friday night not to extend the contract of
President Herb F. Reinhard.
What remained unclear was how it happened and the reasons.
Several people on the Morehead campus, as well as the vice-chairman of the state Council on Higher
Education, urged the university's regents yesterday to provide an explanation for their decision not to renew
Reinhard's contract.
Also remaining unclear were what lies ahead for the university - now reeling from two controversial
presidencies - and the future of Reinhard
himself after his current two-year contract expires next June 30.
Reinhard declined to comment yesterday on the meeting Friday or on his future plans. He said that he
would hold a press conference this week to ''provide some documentation about this university."
Board chairman Robert "Mike" Duncan of Inez said that he did not know when the board would meet again
and that there had been no "formal discussion" about a search for Reinhard's successor.
For days, there had been a widespread expectation that Reinhard couldn't get the six votes he needed from
the 10-member board to obtain an extension of his contract.
The university had been divided since Reinhard took office July 1, 1984, after serving as president of
Slippery Rock (Pa.) State University.
He replaced Morris Norfleet, who agreed to relinquish the presidency when his contract ran out and take
another administrative job in the university. Norfleet remained embroiled with the regents for months over
his salary and other arrangements.

Reinhard's backers applauded his sweeping reorganization and other administrative changes that they said
were long overdue on the 6,200-student Morehead campus. But his critics charged that Reinhard had
moved too fast, and had been insensitive and tactless in carrying out his decisions.
Friday's meeting was expected to have provided a clear-cut decision on his presidency.
Then, something else happened.
After a two-hour closed meeting in which the board discussed renewing the president's contract, the board
returned to a public session. When board chairman Duncan called for a motion to vote on the contract, the
nine regents present remained silent.
Hearing nothing, Duncan announced that 'there will not be a motion on the president's contract." In the
audience, there was confusion at first, then a realization that by its inaction the board had actually decided
Reinhard's fate.
"Everybody there was shocked," said Harold Bellamy, a Morehead insurance man and vice president of the
Morehead State University Foundation.
"I think they owe Dr. Reinhard and the public something better than what they did."
Ben Iden, the president of Morehead's Student Association, called the outcome "indecisive," one that
"doesn't settle anything."
"Right now everybody's pretty angry and confused," he said. "I would have rather seen them go one way or
the other."
David Brumagen, a biology professor and chairman of Morehead's Faculty Senate, said he was "sorry they
(regents) didn't have the courage of their convictions."
''They should have at least stood up and voted," he said.
''I was ready to have a vote," said James Richardson of Owingsville, the board's vice chairman, who said
he would have voted against extending the contract. "I'm ready to have a vote tomorrow."
But Richardson said he could not discuss what transpired in the closed meeting - the critical event Friday
night - "without breaking some confidences."
Without exception, board members who could be reached for comment have declined to discuss what took
place in their closed meeting.
Regent Forrest Skaggs of Lynch said Friday night that the board had agreed not to discuss the closed

meeting and that anyone who did so should resign.
Board chairman Duncan likewise said he would have to honor the agreement among the board members
not to talk about the closed session, saying only that, "It became apparent to me there would not be action
on the contract."
Several board members have insisted that no vote was taken during their session.
However, regent Harry LaViers Jr. of Irvine said he was becoming tired of comments that the board had not
voted. He likened the board's action to a parliamentary "vote of no-confidence."
LaViers declined to say whether he would have voted to extend the contract if the question had been put to
the board. But he said he personally chose not to move for a vote because among the board Reinhard "did
not have a consensus to govern."
"I think you must have a consensus to govern," LaViers said.
There was no single reason why Reinhard lost his consensus, he said, because all of the regents "have
their different ideas."
Regent Patricia Burchett of Paintsville declined to say how she would have voted on a contract extension.
But she expressed displeasure with Reinhard's reversal of a longstanding Morehead policy to award
scholarships to high school valedictorians. Under the new policy, scholarships are awarded on the basis of
high school grade-point-averages and college entrance exam scores.
But Mrs. Burchett said that has resulted in some inequities in Morehead's backyard.
"The thing I'm concerned about is that there are several counties in (Morehead's) 22-county service area
that are not receiving scholarships - zero," she said.
One regent, who asked not to be identified, said the board was divided over extending Reinhard's contract
and wanted to avoid appearing "polarized."
Concern over the board's failure to explain its action was also expressed yesterday by the vice-chairman of
the Council on Higher Education, the state's coordinating agency for higher education.
Al Smith of London, who served as an advisory member to the search committee that selected Reinhard,
called the episode a "sad time for everybody in
Kentucky who cares about education."
"There must be reasons why the regents have declined to renew his contract but I certainly don't feel that I

know what they are," he said. "I'm disappointed that they have not been able to articulate their frustration
and differences with Dr. Reinhard more clearly."
Smith said he was "not in a position to rebuke anybody."
"There is a lot we just don't know that I would say the regents and the president owe the public," he said.
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